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Cɬɫɣɢɯɢɫɠɢ Dɦɯɢɠɱɬɯ

Dɯ. Bɞɩɞ Kɦɰɥɞɫ

Cɬɫɣɢɯɢɫɠɢ Cɬɫɳɢɫɬɯ & Dɦɯɢɠɱɬɯ

Pɯɬɣɢɰɰɬɯ ɞɫɡ Hɢɞɡ,
Dɢɭɞɯɱɪɢɫɱ ɬɣ Gɢɬɤɯɞɭɥɶ,
Oɰɪɞɫɦɞ Uɫɦɳɢɯɰɦɱɶ

Dr Bala Kishan is a Professor &amp; Head, Department of 

Geography, Osmania University, Hyderabad. He holds L.L.B., 

M.Sc., with Geography, PG Diploma in Geographical Cartography 

and earned a Ph.D in Urban Environmental Studies from Osmania 

University. His area of interest includes – Remote Sensing, GIS, 

Geo-political issues concerning the Indian Ocean Region, Disaster Management apart from Urban Environmental 

Studies.

Presenntly Prof Bala Kishan is the Vice-President, National Association of Geographers India (NAGI) and President, 

Indian National Cartographhers Association (INCA) Hyderabad Chapter. Earlier, he served as the Director, Centre 

for Indian Ocean Studies (CIOS) and Director, UGC- HRDC (formerly known as the Academic Staff  College), Osmania 

University. During his tenure as the Director, UGC-HRDC, OU he got sanctioned a special grant of Rs 7 cores from 

RUSA – 2 with his dedicated eff orts and brought special honour and recognisation for HRDC, OU in the country. Prof 

Bala Kishan has participated in various national, International conferrences and presented seversal research papers. 

He delivered invited guest lectures, special talks, key note addresses etc. at several seminars, conferences and at 

public fora. He had also been invited as resource person at several Acadimic staff  colleges (UGC-HRDC’s), across the 

country. Further,

Prof. Bala Kishan extended his services as Associate Editor for “Indian Ocean Digest” a bi-annual journal published 

from Centre for Indian Ocean Studies, Osmania University, and “India - Asia” journal published by Institute of Asian 

Studies. He has published over 40 research papers on differnet topics and has authoured few books. Prof. Bala 

Kishan is on the Board of Studies in several academic bodies and institutes. He is a life member in several academic 

and research organizations. Apart from his scholarly interests, Prof. Bala Kishan is also well known for his active 

participation in the “Consumers Rights Protection Movement” in both the States of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.
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Cɬɫɣɢɯɢɫɠɢ Cɬ-ɬɯɡɦɫɞɱɬɯ

Pɯɬɣ. GSV Sɲɯɶɞɫɞɯɞɶɞɫɞ Mɲɯɱɥɶ

Cɬɫɣɢɯɢɫɠɢ Cɬ-ɬɯɡɦɫɞɱɬɯ

Cɥɦɢɣ Aɯɠɥɦɱɢɠɱ

KSHETRA Cɬɫɰɲɩɱɞɫɱɰ &Iɫɰɱɦɱɲɱɢ ɣɬɯ Hɲɪɞɫ 
Sɢɱɱɩɢɪɢɫɱ, Rɢɰɢɞɯɠɥ, Dɢɰɦɤɫ ɞɫɡ Mɞɫɞɤɢɪɢɫɱ

GSV Suryanarayana Murthy, a Registered Architect is a Post 

Graduate in Architectural Conservation from SPA, New Delhi 

and has other additional qualifications of  PG Dip (Sustainable 

Development), IEE (1998-2000), New Delhi, PG Dip (Jyotirvastu), 

Telugu University – (2000-01), PG Dip Town & Country planning 

- (2013-14), Department of Geography, Osmania University.

He has professs ional associations and memberships with AIIA, as Life Member with INTACH, as 

Member with ICOMOS India, as memmber of National Scientif ic comittee of Cultural landscapes 

with ICOMOS India. He has International Membership  with Asian Cultural landscape Association 

ACLA), Korea. He is also a member with  International institute for Conservation (IIC) since 2 years.

Profesor of Architecture in JBR College of Architecture, Hyderabad. Practicing as an Independent 

Consultant  in  the  f ie ld of  Architecture,  Conservat ion,  Planning,   and Urban Des ign with an 

approach of  “reuse,  recycle, restore, appropriate use and maintain” as principles of  Design, 

Planning and Execution of projects underhis propoprietory organisations of KSHETRA and IHSRDM.

Specialised in documenting Indian traditional Building and Historical building Knowledge systems. Worked under 

Govt. of AP as Asst. Prof HUDCO Chair in Centre for Urban development Studies as a Trainer and capacity building 

facilitator.

Associated with Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamilnadu, Orissa, Kerala, Delhi, Assam, Punjab, 

Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh states in varied projects of Heritage, Human Settlements Infrastructure Planning and 

Development. Visiting faculty in Architecture and Engineering colleges and empanelled Architect in Central Govt. 

and State Govt. projects.
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Eɰɱɢɢɪɢɡ Eɳɞɩɲɞɱɦɬɫ Cɬɪɪɦɱɱɢɢ Mɢɪɟɢɯɰ

Dr. T. Anuradha serving as Assistant Professor in Department of 

Geography, Osmania University College of Sciences, completed M.A., 

M.Phil., Ph.D. in Geography from Osmania University, Hyderabad. 

She has been engaged in post graduate teaching and research 

in Agricultural Geography and published almost 17 research 

publications to her credit, also published 2 books and contributed 

chapters in many books of Telugu Academy. She has presented 

papers in National and International seminars/conferences and 

almost completed 4 minor projects under UGC (SAP). Apart from 

academics she is also holding Administrative post as coordinating 

offi  cer in college development council Osmania University.

Anupama Dubey is currently Assistant Professor at Institute of Public 

Enterprise. She has experience of more than ten years in teaching, 

research and training. She has been a faculty of Geography at the 

Delhi University and also worked as Senior Research Analyst at National 

Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT, Delhi) on Sarva 

Siksha Abhiyan (Project of Ministry of Human Resource Development). 

She has a wide experience of heading and contributing to various 

research and consultancy projects funded by Indian Council of Social 

Science Research (ICSSR, India), Union Grant Commission (UGC), Indian 

Institute of Management, Bangalore (IIMB), National Bank for Agriculture 

and Rural Development, (NABARD, India), International Developmental 

Research Centre (IDRC, Canada), World Health Organisation and 

University of North Carolina (USA).

Dɯ. T. Aɫɲɯɞɡɥɞ

Dɯ. Aɫɲɭɞɪɞ Dɲɟɢɶ Mɬɥɞɫɱɶ

Dɯ. Aɰɥɬɨ Kɲɪɞɯ Lɬɫɞɳɞɱɥ 
Oɯɤɞɫɦɰɦɫɤ Sɢɠɯɢɱɞɯɶ
Dr Ashok Kumar Lonavath is the Chairman, Board of Studies &amp; Associate 

Professor at Department of Geography, Osmania University, Hyderabad. He 

has 18 years of teaching and Research experience at Osmania University.

He has Published 36 book chapters in national &amp; International 

books, edited 05 reference books, authored 04 &amp; co-authored 08 

geography text books published by Telugu Academy & Osmania University. 

He is a Member of Syllabus committee (Geography) NCERT, New Delhi 

&amp; Board of Intermediate, Government of Telangana. He is also a Life 

member of NAGI, INCA, DGSI, UGIT, Convenor of 01 National conference 

&amp; organizing secretary of 3 International conferences and 4 National 

conferences conducted by Department of Geography, Osmania University. 

He has won the Best Young Leadership Award by Asian Urbanization 

Research Association (AURA), Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania, USA.
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Oɯɤɞɫɦɰɦɫɤ Cɬɪɪɦɱɱɢɢ Mɢɪɟɢɯɰ

Dɯ. Mɬɥɡ. Aɨɥɱɢɯ Aɩɦ

Dɯ. Aɫɞɫɡ G

Pɯɬɣ. B. Sɯɦɫɞɤɢɰɥ

Dr Mohd Akhter Ali is working as Assistant professor in the Department 

of Geography, Osmania University, Hyderabad, having eighteen years of 

teaching experience.

He obtained his Bachelor, Master and Ph.D.degrees from Osmania University. 

He specialized in Environmental Geography, Urban and Regional Geography, 

Cartography, Rural Development, GIS and Remote Sensing. He is editor of 

many reputed journals in India. He is the life member of many academic 

organizations like NAGI, INCA, ISC, IGU, DGSI, etc.

Dr Mohd Akhter Ali has a credit of getting three books and more than 

hundred research papers published in journals of National and international 

repute. Dr. Ali is on the Editorial Board of Telangana Board of Intermediate 

education. 

He has been invited to deliver lecture in several countries besides several 

institutions in India. He has been recipient of many prestigious awards.

B Srinagesh is Professor of Geography  and Director UGC-HRDC Osmania  

University. His research interests are in Urban and Regional Geography, 

Climate change, Remote Sensing and GIS, Critical Geography.

He has published Nine books and more than 45 research articles in various 

national and international journals. He is recipient of prestigious fellowship 

of UGC Research award 2015-17. He has successfully completed four Major 

Research Projects sponsored by  UGC,DST, ICSSR, and fi fth project under 

progress.

Prof. Srinagesh has conducted nine  International conferences as convener, 

organizing secretary since 2008 and also conducted several trainings and 

workshops for teachers and students in Geography. Presently he is  the 

Secretary, Indian Institute of Geographers (IIG) Pune. He was the Executive 

member of IGU Commission on Local and Regional development,

Dr. Anand Gopagani did his Post Graduation, M.Phil and Ph.D. from 

Department of Geography Osmania University, Hyderabad. His 

research work on Appraisal of Urban Water Supply.   He has been 

working as Asst.Professor (c) since 2009. His specialization is Ur-

ban Geography, Resource Geography and GIS. He has participated 

in several National and International seminars and Presented Re-

search Papers. He has Five Research Publications  in National and 

International Journals in his credit. He contributed as one of  the 

Author for Intermediate and UG  Geography text books published 

by Telugu Academy, Govt.of Telangana.
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Oɯɤɞɫɦɰɦɫɤ Cɬɪɪɦɱɱɢɢ Mɢɪɟɢɯɰ

Aɯ. Tɞɫɶɞ Sɯɦɳɞɰɱɞɳɞ

Aɯ. Vɞɦɟɥɞɳɦ Dɥɬɱɢ
Cɬɫɣɢɯɢɫɠɢ Eɵɢɠɲɱɦɳɢ

Tanya is a young &enthusiastic architect with a keen interest in 

heritage buildings, conservation & adaptive reuse. She has worked 

in diverse contexts, ranging from the documentation of the ancient 

rainwater harvesting system at the Kuchaman Fort in Rajasthan, 

typology identification & measured drawings of three historic Deodis 

of old Hyderabad, evaluating & preparing restoration protocols for an 

ancient temple in Telangana & is currently a member of the professional 

team at M/s Kshetra Consultants in Hyderabad. She also holds three 

published papers under her name from her academic and professional 

career on National platform (MAT Journal) & International Platform 

(Archnet archive, MIT, Cambridge). Inquisitive about earth work and 

its implications, she has also worked in Panjim, Goa about designing & 

construction from vernacular material. During her academics, she also 

hosted various cultural & architectural walks in the lanes of old city of 

Agra. She has been a part of Judiciary committee for the COVA initiative 

on 15th Annual for School Students for Heritage: Practices for Protection 

& Conservation around the World.

Vaibhavi Dhote is working as a Conservation Architect KSHETRA  

Consultants Hyderabad where she has been researching on 

Cultural Landscapes of India. She has a Master’s degree in 

Architecture (Conservation) from School of Planning and 

Architecture, Bhopal, an institute of National Importance and  

has worked on the Conservation of Amar Singh College, Srinagar 

with INTACH Kashmir that won the award of merit  UNESCO’s 

Asia Pacific Award for Cultural Heritage Conservation 2020.

She has been  involved in multiple projects like Built Heritage 

Listing and Research on Cultural Landscapes.  Her professional and 

academic research papers include topics such as Conservation, 

Management & Development of Cultural Landscapes of India; and 

Signifi cance of Historic Libraries of India among others. Over the 

last four years she has helped  organise over eight workshops, 

seminars, conferences and webinars (academic, professional, 

national & international) related to Built and Cultural Heritage
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therefore helpful in maintaining biological diversity. 

Urban Landscapes are cultural landscapes of the urban region. They are a system formed by the 
relation between man and the urban environment. This topic is gaining importance due to the 
rate of change that cities are going though in present times, new emerging attitudes, and the 
drastic mutual eff ects of the environment on humans and humans on environment. Place-making 
is the process through which human beings work together to shape our experiential spaces. 
Rooted in community-based participation, placemaking involves the deeper understanding, 
rational planning, befi tting design, optimal management and suitable programming of co-shared 
uses variety of spaces. It’s all about constantly running reciprocal and backword-forward system 
of ‘People–Place–Connection–Communication’. The Urban precincts of Cultural Landscapes are 
highly dependent upon the Civic sense and Administration for their maintenance, continuance, 
convergence and management. 

Environmental landscapes are design and development of cultural and urban landscapes in a way 
that benefi ts the natural environment by inducing sustainability and saving energy, conserving 
water and providing means for the nature to thrive equitably. The cultural expressions found 
in the cultural landscapes must complement the environment’s expression, creating a synergy 
between the both, and inducing sustainability as an inseparable aspect in the existence of 
Cultural Landscapes.

Cultural Geography examines the material expressions and artefacts of people, plurality of the 
society and the distribution of people in space, their identities, sense of space and methods of 
communicating knowledge. It examines the broad range of ways in which culture evolves and 
makes a diff erence to everyday lie and places. Urban heritage is one of the primary symbols of 
human evolution through transformative history, thus it reflects the capacity of human being 
to overcome surrounding harshness of environment and ecology. That is how, heritage plays an 
important role in lending the urban cultural landscapes within a unique identity and symbolic 
expression. It is vital fact that the society is responsible for the built spaces that it functions 

Iɫɱɯɬɡɲɠɱɦɬɫ

We are surrounded by landscapes, 
especially in a country like India 
which is brimming with cultural 
activ i t ies  and expression.  As 
defined by UNESCO, the term 
“cultural landscape” embraces a 
diversity of manifestations of the 
interaction between humankind and 
its natural environment. Cultural 
landscapes often reflect specific 
techniques of sustainable land-use, 
considering the characteristics and 
limits of the natural environment 
they are established in, and a 
specifi c spiritual relation to nature. 
Protection of cultural landscapes 
c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  m o d e r n 
techniques of sustainable land-
use and can maintain or enhance 
natural values in the landscape. The 
continued existence of traditional 
f o r m s  o f  l a n d - u s e  s u p p o r t s 
biological diversity in many regions 
of the world. The protection of 
traditional cultural landscapes is 
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within and the covering neighbours. The future 
of urban habitat and its precincts, its place 
making qualities, its identity and symbolising 
heritage and overall functionality need to 
be painstakingly maintained for the future. 
They require special concern and care for 
understanding, realising and optimal and civic-
sensitized planning in the purview of historical-
cultural emergence, and also to have a system 
and network for maintaining them as nexus 
of visioning future and bridging the linkages 
and interfaces from locality to globality and 

cosmality, and finally to Sustainability as 
envisioned by the UNO/ UNESCO in the frame 
of SDGs and Urban Future. 

The planned International conference will 
broadly examine the evolution, transformation, 
status, role and vision of Placemaking in a 
City and Urban habitat, while emphasising the 
approaches, theoretical constructs, methods 
and techniques for management, maintenance, 
development towards taking the Cultural 
Landscapes and their role in the making the 
future of Cities and Urban Habitats.

1. Pɩɞɠɢɪɞɨɦɫɤ - Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ, Uɯɟɞɫ 
Sɢɱɱɩɢɪɢɫɱɰ, & Uɯɟɞɫ Eɫɳɦɯɬɫɪɢɫɱ

2. Uɯɟɞɫ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ: Hɦɰɱɬɯɦɠ, Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ, 
Tɬɲɯɦɰɪ ɞɫɡ ɯɬɩɢ ɬɣ Hɢɯɦɱɞɤɢ

3. Sɬɠɦɢɱɶ & Cɲɩɱɲɯɢ Cɢɫɱɯɦɠ Mɞɫɞɤɢɪɢɫɱ ɬɣ 
Cɦɱɦɢɰ: Sɬɠɦɞɩ-Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ Uɯɟɞɫ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ

4. Cɥɞɫɤɢɰ, Eɵɭɞɫɰɦɬɫ ɞɫɡ Iɫɱɢɯɣɞɠɢɰ ɦɫ Pɢɯɦ-
Uɯɟɞɫ Rɢɤɦɬɫ & Eɫɳɦɯɬɫɪɢɫɱ

5. Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ, Sɲɰɱɞɦɫɞɟɦɩɦɱɶ ɞɫɡ 
Uɯɟɞɫ ɡɢɳɢɩɬɭɪɢɫɱ– SDGɰ 

6. Aɰɦɞ’ɰ Uɯɟɞɫ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢ Fɲɱɲɯɢ: Cɦɱɶ ɞɫɡ 
Hɞɟɦɱɞɱ ɞɫɡ ɦɫɱɢɯɣɞɠɦɫɤ Cɲɩɱɲɯɢɰ  

7. Hɶɡɢɯɞɟɞɡ Uɯɟɞɫ Rɢɤɦɬɫ: Sɱɯɞɱɢɤɦɢɰ ɬɣ 
Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ ɞɫɡ Hɢɯɦɱɞɤɢ Iɫɠɩɲɰɦɳɢ Dɢɳɢɩɬɭɪɢɫɱ

SUB-THEMES 
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Geography is the study of earth’s peoples, places, societies and environments. Geography is 
unique because it bridges the Earth Sciences (Physical Geography) and Social Sciences (Human 
Geography). 

The Department of Geography, Osmania University is one of the oldest in India – it was 
established in 1942 and has successfully launched many pioneering courses. Among these are 
M.A. M.Sc., Geography, PG Diploma in Geographical Cartography, which has been in existence in 
the Department for more than 30 years. It started a M.Sc. Geo-informatics course in 2005-2006. 
Geo-informatics has various users spanning diverse disciplines who are increasingly adopting 
it as a Problem Solving and Decision Support tool. The Department of Geography has resorted 
to the path of modernization by way of acquiring infrastructure like Digital Image Processing, 
Photogrammetry and Geo-informatics Labs besides the already existing Cartography Lab, 
Environmental Lab and GIS Lab.

Geography is a unique discipline integrating subjects from Social Sciences, Sciences and 
Technology and unfolding the hidden relations of society in space. Initially, geographical 
knowledge was constructed around the physical basis of Geography and in course of time 
geographical studies have expanded their focus on to human relations. As time passed, the 
innovations in various fields of knowledge have had a definite impact on the subject and it 
started gearing itself up to face the new challenges. At the end of the twentieth century the 
developments in the field of information technology had a decisive influence in making the 
subject socially relevant. In fact, the subject is redefining itself to face the challenges of 
globalization. Today the subject is restructuring itself by integrating the new technologies – GIS, 
GPS and RS and in course of time it may emerge as the most important spatial science.

Spatial technologies such as Geographical information System (GIS), Global Positioning System 
(GPS) and Remote Sensing (RS) have totally transformed the disciplinary boundaries of spatial 
science. It is in this spirit that the Department of Geography, Osmania University, is taking 
initiatives in reorienting itself to be contemporary times. The Department has got a grant of 
Rs.46 lakhs & 95 lakhs by way of DST-FIST grant and UGC-CAS Phase-I grant respectively for 
upgrading its digital infrastructure and by way of its commitment to the two funding agencies-
DST and UGC. 

It is our endeavor to give a Digital Face to the Department to be relevant to the contemporary 
times with an objective of providing Technology with Human Face.

Pɯɬɣ. Bɞɩɞ Kɦɰɥɞɫ,
Hɢɞɡ,
Dɢɭɱ. ɬɣ Gɢɬɤɯɞɭɥɶ &
Cɬɫɣɢɯɢɫɠɢ Dɦɯɢɠɱɬɯ ɞɫɡ Cɬɫɳɢɫɢɯ,
Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ, Uɯɟɞɫ & Eɫɳɦɯɬɫɪɢɫɱɞɩ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ: Gɢɬɤɯɞɭɥɦɠɞɩ Pɢɯɰɭɢɠɱɦɳɢɰ
Oɰɪɞɫɦɞ Uɫɦɳɢɯɰɦɱɶ,
Hɶɡɢɯɞɟɞɡ Iɫɡɦɞ

Aɟɬɲɱ 
Dɢɭɞɯɱɪɢɫɱ ɬɣ Gɢɬɤɯɞɭɥɶ, Oɰɪɞɫɦɞ Uɫɦɳɢɯɰɦɱɶ
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 It gives me great pleasure in inviting you all to participate in this “Multi-Disciplinary International Webinar 

on Cultural, Urban & Environmental Landscapes: Geographical Perspectives”  to be held on 8-9th February, 2021 

being jointly organized by the Department of Geography, Osmania University, Hyderabad and Institute for Human 

Settlements Research, Design and Management (IHRDM), Hyderabad, Telangana State.

  Although the theme of the webinar clearly focused on Cultural, Urban & Environmental Landscapes, 

it attracts a wide variety of manifestations of the human interactions with the natural environment. However, 

we all are aware that our human civilization is the result of the continuous conflict between the man and his 

surrounding nature. Our sustainable environment becomes the most important requirement for the human life. 

Unfortunately, man is not satisfied with all the comforts what he has today and chasing after more desires so 

aggressively by exploiting all the available natural resources and the environment, there by posing a great threat 

to his own existence on the planet earth.  Obviously this leads to the environmental degradation which is becoming 

detrimental to the existence of not only to the humankind but for all living species on this planet earth. Hence, the 

eff orts for the environmental protection and its preservation are becoming the prime concern of the day for all of 

us and in this context the Geography as a discipline is playing a major role.

 Since, the ‘Pearl City’ Hyderabad is known for its unforgettable hospitality, initially, the organizing 

committee made greater eff orts to make this event as a memorable conference by inviting all the resource persons, 

paper presentators and delegates there by conducting in normal and physical mode. however, the unexpected 

Covid-19 pandemic situation restricted the transportation facilities such as Air and Railways across the globe. In the 

given circumstances, we, the organizing committee did not have any other option except conduct the conference 

by converting it in to an online webinar.  

 The two day’s webinar is expected to provide a great platform for about one hundred scholars and experts 

from wide variety of subjects and disciplines in discussing, sharing their knowledge and expertise. This webinar is 

also becoming a center point for several subjects from multi disciplines like   Archeology, Architecture, Culture, 

Engineering, Environment, Geography, History, Tourism and Urban Planning.

 It is expected that the deliberations that followed by the presentations and exchange of ideas would 

be immensely useful not only for intellectuals but also to a large section of the society. I would like to take this 

opportunity to greet and welcome all the eminent and experienced resource persons, paper presentators and all 

the students and scholars who are attending this webinar online mode.

Pɯɬɣ. Bɞɩɞ Kɦɰɥɞɫ,
Hɢɞɡ,
Dɢɭɱ. ɬɣ Gɢɬɤɯɞɭɥɶ &
Cɬɫɣɢɯɢɫɠɢ Dɦɯɢɠɱɬɯ ɞɫɡ Cɬɫɳɢɫɢɯ,
Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ, Uɯɟɞɫ & Eɫɳɦɯɬɫɪɢɫɱɞɩ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ: Gɢɬɤɯɞɭɥɦɠɞɩ Pɢɯɰɭɢɠɱɦɳɢɰ
Oɰɪɞɫɦɞ Uɫɦɳɢɯɰɦɱɶ,
Hɶɡɢɯɞɟɞɡ Iɫɡɦɞ

Fɬɯɢɴɬɯɡ ɟɶ Cɬɫɣɢɯɢɫɠɢ Dɦɯɢɠɱɬɯ
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 The inception of the Multidisciplinary International Conference on CULTURAL, URBAN & ENVIRONMENTAL 

LANDSCAPES: GEOGRAPHICAL PERSPECTIVES happened at Asian Cultural landscape Association (ACLA) in October, 

2018 at Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Avadh University in Faizabad, Ayodhya. During a conversation with honorable Prof. 

Bala kishan at the 7th annual meet of ACLA conference. I was invited for a presentation by respected Dr. Rana PB 

Singh who was the President of ACLA at that time. 

 What started as a brief discussion at Ayodhya was followed by proper meetings at Gorakhpur in October, 

2019 and Hyderabad in January, 2020 along with Prof. Rana PB Singh and Prof. A. Balakishan towards organising 

the International Conference. Having dealt the subject of Cultural landscapes in terms of professional work and 

academic publications on River Island of Majuli Cultural Landscape, Assam; Alampur Kshetra, Telangana; I accepted 

the opportunity to collaborate with Osmania University for organising an International conference in 2021.In future 

we will be dealing with cultural landscape on the lines of sustainable development goals.

 During the initial phase we were aff ected by the COVID-19 pandemic, which in turn turned the entire task 

into virtual mode. Initially what was planned as a three day in person Conference at Department of Geography in 

Osmania University, Hyderabad, India along with a curated heritage walk through lanes of Charminar and a fi eld 

trip to the Unesco world heritage site Rudreshwara (Ramappa) temple was brought to virtual platform of Zoom and 

facebook due to the Pandemic.

 To provide wider range to the virtual International conference well known organisations such as ICOMOS 

INDIA south zone, ICOMOS NSCCL, AKTU-Lucknow & IHSRDM have also collaborated and associated with Osmania 

University. We received around 120 abstracts from participants from all over the world. Which were scrutinised 

and reviewed by our esteemed evaluation committee for improvement. The selected ones will be presented by the 

participants on this platform today. Various esteemed speakers and knowledgeable participants are joining us from 

all over the world.

 I congratulate all for joining us today and hope ans wih for future collaborations with allied disciplines.

Pɯɬɣ. GSV Sɲɯɶɞɫɞɯɞɶɞɫɞ Mɲɯɱɥɶ
Cɬ-ɬɯɡɦɫɞɱɬɯ
Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ, Uɯɟɞɫ & Eɫɳɦɯɬɫɪɢɫɱɞɩ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ: Gɢɬɤɯɞɭɥɦɠɞɩ Pɢɯɰɭɢɠɱɦɳɢɰ
& 
Dɦɯɢɠɱɬɯ, Iɫɰɱɦɱɲɱɢ ɣɬɯ Hɲɪɞɫ Sɢɱɱɩɢɪɢɫɱɰ’ Rɢɰɢɞɯɠɥ, Dɢɰɦɤɫ ɞɫɡ Mɞɫɞɤɢɪɢɫɱ
Hɶɡɢɯɞɟɞɡ, Iɫɡɦɞ

Mɢɰɰɞɤɢ ɟɶ Cɬɫɣɢɯɢɫɠɢ Cɬ-Oɯɡɦɫɞɱɬɯ

17



Mɢɰɰɞɤɢ ɣɯɬɪ ACLA

Life Member: INTACH, NGSI, NAGI; Member: ICOMOS  

VARANASI, UP 221005. INDIA. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Usha Apartment

Email: ranapbs@gmail.com  

:Asian Cultural Landscape Association  
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Ref. Acla/21/-30121.                                                                       Varanasi: 30 Jan. 2021. 
 

A Message for envisioning the Landscapes  

Geography is all about the living, breathing essence of the world we live in. It explains the past, 
illuminates the present and prepares us for the future. What could be more important than that? , 
what former President of Royal Geographical Society, Michael J. Palin has said (27 Nov. 2007). 
This focus is well reflected in the sub-themes and coverage of the Multidisciplinary 
International Conference on Cultural, Urban and Environmental Landscapes: 
Geographical Perspectives : Department of Geography, Osmania University, Hyderabad, TG 
(Bharat-India): 8~9 February 2021. As a catalyst and vital force, Geography is marching towards 
cross-scale spatial and temporal knowledge of the interrelationship between humans and the 
environment that may further make viable path to sustainable future. This Conference will be 
proved as the Landmark on the path to follow on interfacing and interactions among the 
attributes of landscapes: Cultural, Urban and Environmental strongly hoping that it will help in 
making sustainable places of good lifeworld  that we all co-share with deeper understanding.   

Remember, we need a good and balanced combination and synthesis between insider and 
outsider, the Eastern and the Western, inter-disciplinary and intra-disciplinary, experiential and 

have sustainable, happy and 
habitable-humane-landscapes. Let us hope for the Good through the Truth in a Beautiful way 
( Satyam  Shivam  Sundaram  - )! 

Also, remember what Rabbi Hallel (Ethics of the Fathers, 1:14) says: 
If I am not for myself, who will be for me?  

But if I am only for myself, who am I?  
If not now, when?  
I am sure this Conference will pave the path towards sustainable future. I wish and pray the 

Almighty to make this Conference a great success within the frame of multidisciplinary 
discourses, personal awakening, societal upheaval and finally to fulfil the ultimate aim of 
geography, i.e., Making Happy Places . 

With thanks in anticipation, and kind regards 

 
(Prof. Rana P.B. Singh) 
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Kɢɶɫɬɱɢ Aɡɡɯɢɰɰ

Keynote Inaugural Lecture (Online- Slide-show PPT): 8 February 2021 10:00-10:30AM. 

Emergence of Cultural Landscapes vis-à-vis Placemaking & Heritagisation  
 
Prof. Rana P. B. Singh      
President- ACLA, Asian Cultural Landscape Association (SNU Korea-India) 
Chief Coordinator, ICOMOS-India National Scientific Committee Cultural Landscapes  
Contributing Expert, ICOMOS-IFLA International Scientific Committee  
Ex- Professor & Head, Dept. of Geography, Institute of Science, Banaras Hindu University. 
Mob./WhatsApp: (+091)-9838119474. eM: ranapbs@gmail.com  
[for most of my papers see, https://banaras.academia.edu/RanaPBSINGH/Papers ] 
 
Abstract 

Interfacing  is a worldwide multidisciplinary global 
concern which covers many points of view of the common impacts of socio-economic-cultural 
and right jurisprudence planning, wellbeing, and related advancement. Concerned with the 
complex interactions between development and environment, its reason is to see for ways, paths 
and implies for framing sustainability in all social activities aimed in such a march of 
advancement. The role of contemporary social-cultural issues in the context of UN-SDGs and 
associated cultural and sacred landscapes with emphasis on awakening the deeper cultural sense 
in harmonizing the world and the role of society and spiritual system, has been drawing upon the 
multi-disciplinary and cross-cultural interfaces this 
way emerging the complex and wholistic cultural landscapes.  

Sacred heritage as a way of deeper knowing and exposition of spirit and power of place, is 
widely provoked to understand and experience the holy-heritage cities; thus, helps to explore the 
meaningful relation with place and inherent meanings. This thought process will widen the 
domain for contribution of sacred heritage in making cities towards sustainable development and 
global understanding, especially through pilgrimages and spiritual tourism. These issues are 
under the process of continuity, maintenance and transformation, within the scale of succession-
sustenance-sustainability the basic platform and evolving pattern, transformation and scenario 
in sacred cities, and sacred sites and pilgrimages and cities. These issues are critically appraised 
and examined within the frame of theoretical construction, spatial representation, and emerging 
trends in the literature. 
Keywords: Placemaking, cultural landscapes, spiritual tourism, cross-cultural interfaces, 
pilgrimage, sacredscapes, faithscapes. 

Basic sources (in Press, f.c. 2021-2022): 
Singh, Rana P.B.; et al. (eds.) Placemaking and Cultural Landscapes. AGES, Advances in 

Geographical & Environmental Sciences Series. Springer Nature Pte. Ltd. Singapore. 

Singh, Rana P.B.; et al. (eds.), Sacred Heritage and Pilgrimages in Cities. Springer Nature 
Switzerland AG, Cham, Switzerland. 

Singh, Rana P.B.; et al. (eds.), The Indian Urban Landscapes: Cultural Representation & Global 
Message. Springer Nature Switzerland AG, Cham, Switzerland. 

 
 

Pɯɬɣ. Rɞɫɞ P. B. Sɦɫɤɥ
Kɢɶɫɬɱɢ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯ
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Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯɰ

Amita Sinha is a former Professor in the Department of Landscape 

Architecture at the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign (1989-2018) 

and has taught in the Department of Architecture and Regional Planning, 

IIT Kharagpur and in the Humanities and Social Sciences Department at IIT 

Gandhinagar. She is the author of Landscapes in India: Forms and Meanings 

(University Press of Colorado, 2006; reprinted by Asia Educational Services, 

2011) and Cultural Landscapes of India: Imagined, Enacted, and Reclaimed 

(University of Pittsburgh Press, 2020), editor of Landscape Perception 

(Academic Press, 1995), and co-editor of Cultural Landscapes of South 

Asia: Studies in Heritage Conservation and Management (Routledge, 

2017). Her articles have been published in Landscape Journal, Journal of 

Landscape Architecture, International Journal of Heritage Studies, Journal 

of Urban Design, Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes, 

Architecture+Design, Marg Publications, and Tekton. She was a Senior 

Fulbright Researcher at the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural 

Heritage (INTACH) in New Delhi in 2009 and is the recipient of Fulbright-

Nehru Academic and Professional Excellence Award Fellowship in 2018-

19. She received the National Merit Award, American Society of Landscape 

Architects for Cultural Heritage Project on Taj Mahal, India, in 2001 and 

Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA) Award in 2018. 

Dɯ. Aɪɦɱɞ Sɦɫɥɞ

Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯ & Cɥɞɦɯ 

Pɩɞɠɢɪɞɨɦɫɤ - Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ, Uɯɟɞɫ 
Sɢɱɱɩɢɪɢɫɱɰ, & Uɯɟɞɫ Eɫɳɦɯɬɫɪɢɫɱ
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Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯɰ

Mɞɡɥɲ Vɬɱɱɢɯɶ

Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯ & Cɥɞɦɯ 

Uɯɟɞɫ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ: Hɦɰɱɬɯɦɠ, Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ, 
Tɬɲɯɦɰɪ ɞɫɡ Rɬɩɢ ɬɣ Hɢɯɦɱɞɤɢ

An IVLP (USA 2012) Alumna and Expert Member with ICOMOS 

International, Madhu Vottery is a conservation architect, author and 

illustrator of 3 books.

Madhu has designed four Heritage walks, Craft Walk, Nature Walk 

and Historic MJ Market Walk for Government of Telangana. She 

has curated a mobile application,  ‘Hyderabad Heritage’, for 275 

heritage sites involving a dozen of school going children.

She has experience of a decade and a half, working on variety 

of projects focussing on Heritage Awareness for Local, State and 

Central Government. Madhu has worked with UNESCO for Capacity 

Building Workshops in 2019-20.

She has received laurels from State Government on many occasions. 

In 2019, she received REACH Heritage Award. She is a recipient of 

INTACH India scholarship in 2017-18 (to work on historic cities of 

north Karnataka).

Madhu has presented ‘Cultural Heritage of Hyderabad’ on well 

known webinar series ‘Dekho Apna Desh’ for Ministry of Tourism in 

Aug 2020, viewed in more than 60 countries.
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Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯɰ

Dr. Debjani Roy, Ass Prof is currently heading the Post graduate 

Department of Geography, Nirmala College, Ranchi,Jharkhand. She 

has done her graduation in Geography from Lady Brabourne College, 

Calcutta and her Masters and Ph.D from Calcutta University. She has 

been a National Scholar throughout. She qualified NET-JRF in 1991 

and was supported with the UGC fellowship for her research. She was 

awarded PhD degree in 1996 and has more than 20 years of experience 

in College teaching and in post graduate teaching.

She has more than twenty five papers published in various national 

and international journals to her credit and has contributed half a 

dozen chapters to several books on urban, resource, population and 

environmental geography. She has authored two reference books viz 

Population Geography and “Geography of Jharkhand – Land, Economy 

and People” .She has also edited two books viz. Development and 

Confl ict and Environmental Degradation-Challenges and Remedies. 

She has convened two UGC-ICSSR sponsored   National Seminars 

(2013, 2015), one RUSA sponsored National Seminar (2016) two 

National level Workshops by UGC& NACC (2016, 2018) and a NITI 

Aayog sponsored International Conference (2019). She has presented 

papers, chaired sessions and been a resource person at several 

national and international conferences. In August 2016 she presented 

a paper on female tribal health and also chaired a session at the 33rd 

International Geographical Union Conference held in Beijing. She has 

also coordinated Refresher Courses on Gender Studies at UGC- HRDC, 

Ranchi.

She holds life membership of National Association of Geographers, 

India (NAGI), Geographical Society of India (GSI), Indian National 

Cartographers Association (INCA), and an international organization 

Gender and Feminist Geographies Research Group (GFGRG) and Indian 

Association for Woman Studies (IAWS) and is currently working on a 

minor project on sponsored by IAWS.

Dɯ. Dɢɟɧɞɫɦ Rɬɶ

Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯ & Cɥɞɦɯ 

Sɬɠɦɢɱɶ ɞɫɡ Cɲɩɱɲɯɢ Cɢɫɱɯɦɠ Mɞɫɞɤɢɪɢɫɱ ɬɣ Cɦɱɦɢɰ: 
Sɬɠɦɞɩ, Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ Uɯɟɞɫ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ
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Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯɰ

Pɯɬɣ. Dɯ. S. Gɞɫɞɭɞɱɥɶ 
Vɢɫɨɞɱɞɰɲɟɯɞɪɞɫɦɞɫ

Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯ & Cɥɞɦɯ 

Cɥɞɫɤɢɰ, Eɵɭɞɫɰɦɬɫ & Iɫɱɢɯɣɞɠɢɰ ɦɫ Pɢɯɦ Uɯɟɞɫ 
Rɢɤɦɬɫ ɞɫɡ Eɫɳɦɯɬɫɪɢɫɱ

Dr.  S. Ganapathy  venkatasubramanian is a professor of Environment 

management and law at Anna University in Chennai and has been teaching 

since 30 years from bachelors to P.g. Diploma programme. Academically 

Dr. Ganapathy holds various Masters and P.g. Diploma in numerous 

fields such as M.Sc., M.Phil., (Environmental Sciences), M.B.A  M.Phil., 

(Management), M.A. (Public Administration), M.L.S, M.Ed, M.A. (Personnel 

Management & Industrial Relations), P.G. Dip in Public Relations, P.G. Dip  

in Higher Education Degree in Law, P.G. Dip. in Environmental Law, P.G.Dip. 

in Criminology and Forensic Science, Dip. In Labor Law with Administrative 

Law, UNEP Dip in International Environmental Law Making& Diplomacy also 

Awarded Certifi cate Dip. In International Environmental Law conducted by 

UNITAR -2009 A Web Based Diploma Six Months Duration. Guided over 90 

students. Appointed as Expert Member in the Monitoring Committee for 

Sand Quarrying operations by the  Hon. High Court of Judicature, Madras 

for various District since 2018. Dr. Ganapathy holds various awards and 

achievements in Environmental Management such as “Environmentalist 

Award 2020”, “KALP – BEST  Environmentalist Award 2020’, UGIT’S 

Excellence Award 2019, Best Environmental Assistance Award, 2019, 

Excellence in Teaching and Research Award 2018 by Asian Management 

Economics Commerce Association (AMECA) affiliated to International 

Economic Association- Spain 2018, Environment & Social Welfare Society , 

Khajuraho, India (An ISO 9001: 2015), Construction Industry Awards 2016, 

Aim Kalam Award – 2017 and many others. Dr. Ganapathy has worked and 

presented 50 National and 50 International published papers, conference 

preceeding and Journals in India and abroad. He also has an exposure to 

human resources development /human capacity building activites. He also 

holds membership in various professional bodies such as Life Member of 

Union of Geographic Information Technologists (UGIT) Dept of Geography 

and Geoinformatics, Bangalore University, Bengaluru; Life Member of 

Vigyanbharati, a science movement with Swadeshi spirit (VIBHA) New 

Delhi, India; Indian Association for Environmental Management, New 

Delhi, India; Management Teachers Consortium Global, Bangalore, India.
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Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯɰ

Dr Harveen Bhandari is presently working as a Professor & Deputy 

Dean (Research & Publications) Chitkara School of Planning and 

Architecture, Chitkara University, Punjab, India. She holds a PhD in 

Planning & Architecture and her study included Cultural Signifi cance 

Assessment of five venerated Goddess temples (Shaktipithas) 

in North India. With an experienced of more than 17 years, 

she has strong interest in research and has published papers in 

national/ international journals and has presented many papers 

in international conferences. She has been a part of Technical 

Program Committee (TPC) of several international conferences and 

a jury member for architectural thesis viva’s in various architecture 

colleges in Punjab. She has been felicitated twice by A3 Foundation, 

Chandigarh with Architecture Journalism Merit Award in 2015 and 

A3 Foundation Teachers Award in 2017 for contribution in the 

field of research and academics in architecture. Being an ardent 

professional with immense sensitivity towards cultural heritage, she 

is an active member of national heritage organisations like ICOMOS 

India (International Council on Monuments and Sites) and a life 

time member of INTACH (Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural 

Heritage). Has actively worked on documentation projects since 

2011 such as documentation of heritage edifi ces in princely states 

of India viz. Ambala, Patiala and Nabha. Has also undertaken village 

documentation study with architecture students for villages situated 

close to Chitkara University, Punjab to help students imbibe skills 

for context responsive designs. Her areas of interest include cultural 

landscapes, living religious heritage, vernacular architecture, 

cultural tourism and pilgrimage studies in India.

Dɯ. Hɞɯɳɢɢɫ Bɥɞɫɡɞɯɦ

Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯ & Cɥɞɦɯ 

Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ Lɞɫɡɰɠɞɭɢɰ,Sɲɰɱɞɦɫɞɟɦɩɦɱɶ ɞɫɡ Uɯɟɞɫ 
Dɢɳɢɩɬɭɪɢɫɱ - SDGɰ
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Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯɰ

Pɯɬɣ. Aɯɞɳɦɫɡ Mɲɩɦɪɞɫɦ

Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯ & Cɥɞɦɯ 

Cɥɞɫɤɢɰ, Eɵɭɞɫɰɦɬɫ & Iɫɱɢɯɣɞɠɢɰ ɦɫ Pɢɯɦ Uɯɟɞɫ 
Rɢɤɦɬɫ ɞɫɡ Eɫɳɦɯɬɫɪɢɫɱ

   

DR. Aravind A.Mulimani is a Professor of Geography,  University, 

Dharwad, India. Dr. Mulimani has obtained the Post-Graduation Degree 

in Geography in 1989 First Rank with Gold Medal from Karntaka 

University, Dharwad. Soon after completion of Post Graduate Degree 

he has joined the Department as a faculty member in January 1990, 

since then working in the same department.   He has awarded M Phil 

degree in 1992 in the Resource Geography with in First Class. Later 

on, he has pursued the research in the fi eld of Marketing Geography 

leading towards PhD Degree and awarded accordingly in 2002 from 

Karnatak University, Dharwad and the Ph D thesis has been  published 

in the form of book with Financial Assistance of the UGC by the 

Karnatak University, Dharwad in 2006. At present, Prof is an author of 

Five Books  in geography, which are an outstanding outcome from the 

research and is an academic credit to the discipline

Prof. Mulimani A.A. is a recipient of FOUR AWARDS by the prestigious 

organizations and Institutions not only in India but also in abroad.  

Prof. Mulimani became a HATRIC AWARDEE for the academic year 

of 2017-18.  The BHUGOL BHUSHAN AWARD, 2018 by the Deccan 

Geographical Society of India, the second one is INNOVATIVE 

ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND DEDICATED PROFESSOR INTERNATIONAL 

AWARD, 2017 by the Innovative Scientific Research Professionals 

Malaysia. The third one is UNION OF GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGISTS EXCELLENCY AWARD, 2017 by the International 

UGIT, Bangalore. The fourth one is DR.H.NARASHIMAIH EDUCATIONIST 

AWARD -2014.   
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Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯɰ

Ar. Vasanta Sobha Turaga is a Hyderabad-based, Independent Consultant 

-Conservation Architect and Urban-Regional Planner, Vasaamaha Consultants, with 

about 22 years of professional experience dealing with projects related to Heritage 

preservation, urban-environmental planning and architecture. Some of her major 

projects include Research on Golconda, Restoration of Former British Residency for 

World Monuments Fund, ETP Project for UNDP, Satyam Foundation, Heritage Master 

Plan for Govt. of Karnataka/ADB, AP Capital CRDA Master Plan, Warangal Master 

Plan, DPRs for Telangana Archaeology, Allahabad Smart City, besides carrying out 

Research for Salarjung Museum, Henry Martyn Institute, Centre for Environment, 

JNTU and others. She had made presentations at UNESCO, Paris, UN Habitat, 

Nairobi, University of Pennsylvania and ICOMOS, Beijing.

Through her Firm Vasaamaha, Vasanta Sobha is engaged in diff erent architectural, 

historical research and documentation works and also R & D of engineering 

materials, technology and health assessment of historical structures in collaboration 

with Tech-Mahindra Ecole-Centrale Engineering College, KDM Engineers Group 

and NVLN Constructions Pvt. Ltd. Supporting Koti Women’s College housed in the 

Historic Former British Residency, Hyderabad in starting its UCWK Heritage Club and 

conducting events/workshops.

Vasanta Sobha is associated with a number of architecture colleges in Hyderabad 

and outside, as internal and visiting faculty, including holding the positions of 

Professor and Principal of Sri Venkateswara College of Architecture, Hyderabad and 

Nims School of Planning and Architecture, Nims University, Jaipur. She is currently 

associated as Visiting Professor with Ashoka School of Architecture, Hyderabad 

and is pursuing her Ph.D, thesis to the School of Planning and Architecture, 

Jawaharlal Nehru Architecture and Fine Arts University, Hyderabad, on the topic 

of “Conservation of Samsthan and Zamindari Palaces of Telangana and Andhra 

Pradesh”.

Vasanta Sobha has authored a book ‘PillalaChetulloPennidhi-PrapanchaVarasatvam, 

in Telugu, on world heritage in young hands in 2007, and a booklet in English on 

“Dargahs of Hyderabad”, Govt. of Telangana, 2018, besides regularly contributing 

articles in newspapers such as The Hindu, The Times of India, Hans India, The News 

Minute, The Indian Express, Andhra Jyothi etc, and various magazines.

Aɯ. Vɞɰɞɫɱɞ Sɬɟɥɞ Tɲɯɞɤɞ

Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯ & Cɥɞɦɯ 

Hɶɡɢɯɞɟɞɡ Uɯɟɞɫ Rɢɤɦɬɫ: Sɱɯɞɱɢɤɦɢɰ ɬɣ Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ ɞɫɡ 
Hɢɯɦɱɞɤɢ Iɫɠɩɲɰɦɳɢ Dɢɳɢɩɬɭɪɢɫɱ
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Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯɰ

M. Vɢɡɞɨɲɪɞɯ

Sɢɰɰɦɬɫ Sɭɢɞɨɢɯ & Cɥɞɦɯ 

Hɶɡɢɯɞɟɞɡ Uɯɟɞɫ Rɢɤɦɬɫ: Sɱɯɞɱɢɤɦɢɰ ɬɣ Cɲɩɱɲɯɞɩ ɞɫɡ 
Hɢɯɦɱɞɤɢ Iɫɠɩɲɰɦɳɢ Dɢɳɢɩɬɭɪɢɫɱ

VEDAKUMAR MANIKONDA, an educationalist, eminent environmentalist, 

Heritage activist and studied B.E.,  Civil Engineering and also holds Master 

of Urban and Regional Planning (MURP) from SPA,JNTU, Hyderabad.  

Apart from his profession, Mr Vedakumar is a passionate heritage 

activist. He is a Governing Council Member  of Indian National Trust 

for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH), New Delhi. Mr. Vedakumar also 

serves as Chairman of Forum for a Better Hyderabad. In this role, he 

has undertaken and  numerous activities pertaining to Urban Planning, 

Sustainable Development and Management, Heritage  Conservation, Lakes 

& Water Bodies, Water Supply, Drainage, Forests and Open Space, Traffi  c 

&  Transportation, Water & Air Pollution and Solid & Industrial Waste 

Management.  

Along with heritage, He has taken a special interest in the protection of 

trees in the region since 2007. His  persistence and commitment towards 

framing guidelines on tree felling has enabled the protection of 8000  

trees, and the translocation of 7000 trees that some of them were more 

than 100-years-old.  

He also oversaw a project on Musi River Conservation and Restoration in 

association with Humboldt University,  Germany during 2005-2007. He was 

invited as a speaker to the International Water Conference in Berlin in  

2007.  

He travelled extensively through Telangana with heritage and social 

activists, intellectuals and other like minded individuals to study about 

the Heritage, Rivers, Nature, Arts and Culture etc. of the state. He has 

also prepared studies on the Built Heritage of Hyderabad during 2007-

2009. He has urged state planners to recognize that preserving the past is 

an essential part of creating livable,  sustainable cities.  

He has carried out documentation and comparative studies of the  

architecture of those cities Architecture with that of Hyderabad. He 

visited ICCROM (International Centre for  the Study of the Preservation 

and Restoration of Cultural Property) in Rome in 2004 to interact with 

heritage  conservation experts and learn aspects about the Built Heritage 

that could be implemented in Hyderabad and  across India.  
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